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Allotment  of  $17’0,000  for  REA' s first  complete  sej^f-help  project  was 
announced  today  "by  Harr.y  Slattery,  A'iministrator  of  Rural  Electrification.  The 
project  is  sponsored  Ly  the  North  Arkansas  Electric  Cooperotivo  of  Sa.lem,  Arkansas, 
to  supply  electricity  to  more  than  600  farm  homes  in  Sharp,  Baxter,  Irard  and 
Fulton  Counties. 

An  allotment  of  $25,000  for  the  construction  of  a locker  tyre  community 
refrigeration  plant,  located  near  Monroe,  Georgia,  was  also  announced,  a.s  well 
as  $67,000  for  the  estahlisiiment  of  a distrihution  system  in  Virginia,  $370,000 
to  the  New  York  State  Electric  and  Gas  Coinoany  for  the  construction  of  approximately 
337  miles  of  short  extensions  to  the  corpoany*  s present  system,  and  $30,000  for 
miscellaneous  construction  and  opera.ting  costs  of  the  Lancaster  County  Rural 
Puhlic  Power  District  at  Lincoln,  Nehraska. 

The  main  feature  of  the  self-help  project  in  Arka.nsas,  set  up  to  suit 
an  area,  of  low  income  hut  of  a high  degree  of  energy  in  working  for  electric 
service,  is  that  the  members  of  the  cooperative  will  particinate  in  actual  con- 
struction of  the  205  mile  system,  using  their  wages  to  help  pay  for  house  wiring, 
appliances  and  fixtures.  Mr.  Slattery  made  an  additional  allotment  of  $25,000 
which  the  Arkansas  cooperative  may  rolend  to  members  to  finance  the  rema.ining  cost 
of  wiring  and  plumbing  installations. 

Five  hundred  members  have  already  paid  membershin  foes  a.nl  signed  con- 
tracts for  wiring  their  homes  and  have.;  granted  ea.seinerts  for  the  lines  across 
their  property. 

In  the  construction  of  this  system  all  lelor  ex-cept  technical  will  be 
performed  by  members  of  the  coeueralive.  I'hey  will  dig  holes,  set  poles,  cle''n,r 
right-of-way,  trim  trees,  drive  trucks  for  the  pole  line  contractor  and  perform 
all  other  tasks  not  demanding  technicatl  attention.  When  a,  member  has  earned 
$30,  he  may  draw  on  this  money  to  help  defray  cost  of  wiring  his  home  or  buying 
Appliances.  If  this  amount  is  insTi.ff ici ant , he  m,ay  borrow  the  ba.lance  from  the 
cooperalive.  If  there  is  need  for  additional  labor,  he  ma.y  be  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  earning  more  than  $30. 

This  plan  will  reduce  the  cost  of  line  construction,  andt  consequently, 
the  amount  of  money  tha.t  will  liavc  to  be  rcujaid  to  the  Government.  It  also  will 
mean  that  most  of  the  money  spent  for  labor  will  be  disbursed  in  the  community 
the  cooperative  will  serve. 

In  .addition  to  red.ucing  the  cost  of  line  construction,  plans  have  been 
forinula,ted  whereby  the  cost  of  wirinr  mombers'  homes  will  be  reduced  to  ai, 
minimum. 

As  a result  of  a p)relimins,ry  survey,  members  alread-y  haive  agreed  to 
purchase  88  refrigerators,  74  washing  machines,  181  radios  and  162  irons. 

Tenantry  in  this  a,rea..  nans  less  than  10  percent,  the  average  fa.rm  being 
about  160  acres  in  a.roa.  Livestock  is  the  ored-ominating  tj’pie  of  agriculture, 
including  hogs,  cattle  and.  sheer.  Some  cotton  and  other  crops,  such  as  corn, 
sorghum,  hay  and  other  fecdstuffs,  are  raised. 

Details  of  today*  s allotments  a,re  attaiched. 


5733 


. ■ • 

. , ■•‘•''V'-.V 


V > r}  ,. 

:■  y."'-  ' . ' • ; 

■ ■ • ''vi' 


1 


ARKANSAS  26  FITLTON 
North  Arlcansas  Electric 
Cooperative,  Ire. , 
Salem,  Arkansas 
(Clvde  Bryant,  President') 


$170,000  to  huild  ahout  005  miles  of  line  to  serve 
760  members  in  Baxter,  Izard,  Sharp  and  Pulton 
Counties. 

$25,000  to  finance  house  v/iring  a.nd  -olumbing 
installations. 


GEORGIA  55  VnJjTOK 
Vfelton  Electric  Membership 
Corporation, 

V Monroe,  Georgia 
/ (John  L.  Sno'v,  Manager) 


$25,000  for  the  construction  of  a locker  typo 
community  refrigeration  nlant,  located  near 
Monroe,  Georgia.  This  sjestem  previously  has  been 
allotted  $500,000  to  build  504  miles  of  line  to 
serve  2,152  members  in  Walton,  Morga-n,  Oconee, 
Barrou,  Guinnett,  Newton,  Rockdale  and  DeKalb 
Counties . 


NEBRASKA  24  LANCASTER  DISTRICT 
PUBLIC 

Lancaster  Counts'  Rural  Public 
Power  District, 

Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

(G.  Brink,  Supt.) 


$30,000  for  miscellaneous  construction  and  operrct- 
ing  costs.  This  public  power  district  previously 
has  been  Cillotted  $546,000  to  build  474  miles  of 
line  to  serve  1,240  m.embors  in  Lancaster,  Saunders 
Cass  and  Otoe  Counties,  and  $10,950  to  finance 
house  wiring  and  plumbing  insta,llations . 


NEW  YORK  18  NYSE&G 
New  York  State  Electric  and 
Gas  Gompa.ny, 

Ithaca,,  N ew  Y o rk 
(John  L.  Burgan,  Director 
of  Rura,l  Development) 


^SOUTH  CrJlOLINA  14  AIKEN 

Aiken  Electric-^oopcra.tive , Inc. 

Aiken,  South  Carolina. 

(T.  W.  Henderson,  Supt.) 


$370,000  to  construct  miscellaneous  short  exten- 
sions to  the  company's  present  system,  consist- 
ing of  a.bout  357  miles  of  line  to  serve  1,321 
customers  in  Broome,  Cortland,  Chenango,  Tioga, 
Dol.av.’arc , Madison,  Oneida,  Otsego,  Herkimer, 
Sulliva.n,  Wayne,  Orange,  Ontario,  Schuyler, 
Steuben,  Yates,  Ccgnig.a,  Onondaga,  Tompkins, 

Seneca,  Chemung,  Livin.gston,  Alleghany,  Cattarau- 
gus, Chatauqua,  Columbia,  Saratoga  and  Washington 
Counties.  This  compan:/  previously  has  been 
allotted  $1,375,000  to  build  1,162  miles  of  line 
to  serve  6,932  customers  in  40  counties,  includ- 
ing those  listed  above. 

$25,000  for  the  construction  of  a locker  tyue 
community  refrigeration  plant,  located  near  L-iken, 
South  Carolina.  This  system  ureviously  has  been 
allotted  $404,000  to  build  499  miles  of  line  to 
serve  1,494  members  in  Aiken,  Orengoburg,  Saluda, 
Edgefield,  Calhoun,  Lexington,  Barnwell  and 
McCormick  Counties,  and  $5,000  to  finance  house 
w i r i ng  an  d p lumb  ing  ins  t .al  1 a t i o n s . 


VIRGINIA  38  LOUDOUN  $67,000  to  build  a.bout  72  miles  of  line  to  serve 

Tri-County  Electric  Cooperative,  209  members  in  Loudoun,  Pairfeox  and  Prince 
Leesburg,  Virginia  William  Counties. 

('iV,  J.  Wignall,  Pres.) 
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